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Agreement
Double Degree - Doctoral Education 

Partners
An agreement has been concluded between the University of [university 1] represented by [name, title] (hereafter referred to as U1). 
AND
Umeå University (UmU), Sweden, Faculty of XX, represented by [name], Dean of the Faculty, and the Department of [specify], represented by [name], head of department (hereafter referred to as UmU). 
With regard to the legal framework applying in Sweden and in XXX as well as to each university’s regulations on doctoral supervision, 

HEREBY STATE 
Their intention to establish the joint doctoral education of [name of doctoral student] who is [education degree] in [subject] from [xxx higher institution that awarded the degree], and 
Their intention to award the doctoral student with the double doctoral degree in accordance with the following stipulations. 
The legal framework and regulations of both universities shall apply.  
The general syllabi (GSB) is presented in Appendix A. Each individual study plan (hereafter referred to as ISP) shall, in conjunction with the application or admission, be specified in Appendix B.
Any amendment to this agreement or the annexes shall be made in writing through mutual agreement between the parties. 
admittance
In order to undertake a jointly supervised thesis, the doctoral student must have been admitted and enrolled to a doctoral programme at both universities above.
Time period at each university
The joint supervision implies that the thesis shall be prepared at both universities. The duration of the periods to be spent at each university shall be determined by the individual study plan (ISP) and decided by the authorized organ at each party. In all cases, the period to be spent at either university shall not be fewer than 12 months, not necessarily in a consecutive time period. 
supervision
The supervision of the doctoral student covered by this agreement will be undertaken jointly by the two principal supervisors. 
The main supervisor at UmU is XXXX. The main supervisor at the University XXX is YYY
If a supervisor resigns, the applicable procedures at the corresponding university shall be complied with and the other university must be informed. 
Apart from the aforementioned supervisors, each Partner University shall appoint a contact person responsible for non-academic issues.
research project
The doctoral student will undertake research into XXX (preliminary title). The research project is described in more detail in Appendix B. 
Fees, scholarships and costs

The doctoral student will be eligible to apply for scholarships, for access to hardship funds and doctoral positions, where and when applicable, but will be eligible at any one time to be in receipt of full assistance from only one of the Partner Universities. The Partner Universities shall be permitted to discuss between themselves any proposed award of scholarship, employment or other. 
The partners of the double Doctoral programme have the plan to implement the type of funding (employment, scholarships or other) for the different parts of the programme as follows: xxxxx
Doctoral education is free in Sweden and UmU does therefore not charge fees from doctoral students. The doctoral student within this programme will not pay any fees, the partner universities will hereby agree to settle any questions of fees between them by mutual agreement.  The individual doctoral student shall be exempt from any requirement to pay any fees. 
Travel costs incurred by the student for travelling between Partner Universities will be covered as follows: [if applicable, enter travel costs arrangements e.g.:1 return ticket] 
All costs for the doctoral student, and supervisors, such as travel, accommodation, everyday living expenses and extra insurance coverage should be agreed upon and specified in the ISP.
In case one of the partner universities, for any reason, cannot fulfill its financial commitments, the responsibility will not pass on to the other parties of this agreement. 
Assessment and examination
There will be one public defense of the thesis that shall be possible to follow and partake at both universities. The examination should be in English. The format of the public defense shall comply with regulations of both universities and be agreed upon by the universities. 
Award of the doctor of philosophy 
After completion of the doctoral education:
· UmU will award the doctoral student the title of Doctor of Philosophy in XXXX, in compliance with Swedish legislation and regulations. 
· The University XXX will award the candidate the title of Doctor of Philosophy in XXXX, in compliance with prevailing XXX (Country) legislation and regulations.
Both degrees must be cited in the minutes of the public defense. 
Language 

The doctoral thesis shall be written in English. The extended summary shall be written in English and, when applicable, in Swedish.
diploma supplement
A Diploma Supplement shall be attached to each diploma, in which it should be stated that “the current doctoral education has been carried out under joint supervision between the University of XXX and UmU, and corresponding degrees have been awarded by both universities.” 
intellectual property
The terms and conditions regarding the copyright and intellectual property of the thesis shall be in accordance with the current regulations in force in both Sweden and XXX (Country).  Authorship status for all publications emanating from the thesis project must be based on the international guidelines provided by the ……..(If there is a committee for example, like Medical Journal Editors…) 
The doctoral student, the supervisors and the Partner Universities will comply with the relevant policies of both Partner Universities with regard to intellectual property in order to protect the doctoral student’s research and the publication of the research results. If there is a conflict between the intellectual property regulations of the Partner Universities, the doctoral student, the supervisors and the Partner Universities agree to resolve this by mutual agreement. 
UmU applies the principle of “professor’s privilege”. Therefore UmU claims no ownership over results produced from the work of the doctoral student in his/her research project. However, UmU reserves the right to freely use general techniques, systems and methods in further research and teaching, that are developed or utilized by the doctoral candidate within the research project.
confidentiality
“Confidential information” refers to such information provided by a Party during the project which:
· is clearly marked “confidential, or
· if disclosed orally, is characterized as confidential at the time of the disclosure
From time to time during the term, UmU and [Abbreviated designation of Partner University] will exchange confidential information. Such information may be disclosed orally or in writing. Each Partner University undertakes to keep such information secret and confidential and not to disclose the same to any other person except to the extent that such information is: 
· in the public domain (other than as a result of the breach of any obligation of confidence),
· known to the receiving party at the time of disclosure, has been legitimately disclosed to a Party by any other source than, and independently of, a Party to this agreement, and/or
· is required to be disclosed by laws or regulations or with a court or administrative order. 
The Parties agree not to disclose any confidential information to any third party. The Parties agree not to use any confidential information for any purpose other than as set out in this agreement without the prior written consent of the disclosing Party in each specific case. Each Party reserves all rights in its confidential information, or any other information disclosed hereunder, and no rights or obligations other than those expressly recited herein are granted or to be implied from this agreement. In particular, no license is hereby granted directly or indirectly under any patent, invention, discovery, copyright or other intellectual property right now or in the future held, made obtained or licensable by either Party. 
The receiving Party must take all reasonable measures to ensure that confidential information is kept confidential. The receiving Party may only reveal confidential information on a need-to-know basis to employees and other persons engaged by that Party for the execution of the programme. The receiving Party ensures that employees or other persons to whom confidential information is disclosed will observe confidentiality in accordance with the provisions of this agreement.
funding
Each university will seek appropriate sources of funding to meet the costs of this agreement. The salary, travelling and per diem expenses incurred by the examiners shall be met by the university that appointed them. In case one of the partner universities, for any reason, cannot fulfill its financial commitments, the responsibility will not pass on to the other party of this agreement. 
insurance
Doctoral students employed at UmU, while studying at UmU, will be covered by regular insurance scheme. Doctoral students employed at UmU, while studying at [name of Partner University and country] as a doctoral student, will be formally contracted for service abroad and eligible for the insurance according to the “Student UT”. Such insurance will be provided by [name of partner institution]. A doctoral student not employed at Umeå University, while located at UmU as a doctoral student, will be covered by the UmU with a personal insurance according to the “Student IN”. This insurance is not valid during the doctoral student’s leisure time.
In the event that regular coverage is deemed insufficient, it will be the responsibility of each doctoral student to make sure the healthcare and insurance arrangements are seen to. 
Length of agreement
The agreement shall enter into force upon signature by both/all parties. This agreement shall be valid for five years from the date of the latest signature below, or until the doctoral student has been awarded the degrees specified in this agreement, for a maximum of 8 years. The parties may agree to extend the agreement in writing. The agreement may be terminated on the written request of the doctoral student to any of the universities. 
Each party may terminate the agreement by giving six (6) months’ written notice to the other party. Termination, unless effected by the doctoral student, will not affect the doctoral student’s opportunity or means to complete his/her doctoral studies at either of the universities. 
liability
Each party shall be solely liable for any loss, damage or injury to third parties resulting from the performance of the said party’s obligations by it or on its behalf under this agreement. A party shall not be responsible to the other party for any punitive or special damages, indirect or consequential loss or damages or similar, such as, but not limited to, loss of profit, loss of revenue or loss of contracts, unless caused by gross negligence or by a willful act. 

Nothing in this agreement shall be construed as conferring rights to use in advertising, publicity or otherwise the name of the parties or any of their logos, trademarks or similar without prior written approval. 
dispute resolution
In the event of disputes, disagreements or conflicts that cannot be resolved between the parties, the XXX and the Dean of Faculty YYY, will promptly address these matters through negotiations and come to an agreement. 
liaison officers
The designated liaison officers for this agreement are:

For the University of XXXX 			For UmU

……………………………………….			……………………………………….
XXXXX				xxxxxx
				Dean of the Faculty of…


In pursuance thereof we hereby sign this agreement, in duplicate (2 copies), and in English at the place and date stated below. 

For the University of XXXX 			For UmU

……………………………………….			……………………………………….
xxxx				Vice Chancellor



